
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Web Site. 
 
  We are pleased to 
announce the launch of the Societies 
own web site. For the past years the 
Society has had space on the web site 
run by Nick Baker. Members will 
recall that Nick was one of the 
founding members of the Society, and 
fulfilled the roles of Secretary, Web 

master, Editor and producer of our 
Newsletter, and more. 
    Alas, pressure of work has lead to 
Nick having to relinquish all of his 
responsibilities with the Society. 
    The web site has been up and 
running since the middle of March, 
and is a bit empty at the moment, 
but will be added to as time and 
information allow. The site can be 
seen at:- 

 
http:\\www.amblecotehistorysociety.org.uk 

 
 
    OK, this looks a bit of a mouthful, 
but it tells the world who, what, and 
where we are. When the first page 
comes up on your screen, click 
anywhere on the screen to enter the 
site. The next page will show you five 
cartoons, which, when clicked on, 
will allow you to contact us, or go to 
pages showing an index to the 
contents, details of meetings, a 
membership form, or links to other  

 
web sites that you may find 
interesting. Some words on the other 
pages will be in blue and underlined – 
these are links to other related pages 
– click the words to go there. 
    For example, on the Meetings page, 
the words ‘Ruiton Mill’ are a link that 
takes you to a page on the Sedgley 
Local History site telling you about  
the Mill.

Spring 2009 

Welcome to this Newsletter, the first issued since the reformatting of the 
Society at the beginning of the year. For members who do not come to our 
meetings the Newsletter is the only contact with the Society. With this in mind 
the Committee would like to keep everyone as up-to-date as possible by 
informing the membership of events past, present and future. 
 
If you have any snippets of news, gossip, or memories that will be of interest to 
your fellow members, then DO LET US KNOW !! 



The site represents a window through which the rest of the world can see our 
history. If you have any comments, or, much, much better, any contributions  

 
PLEASE CONTACT US ! 

 
 
Report of previous meetings. 
 
A WORDSLEY INSTITUTION    
 
 The Bike and the Beret 
 

    The February meeting of the society was attended by 
some 60 members who came to listen to speaker James 
Morgan talk about a remarkable Wordsley man. 
    It is doubtful if there will ever be another Jack 
Haden who died 4 years ago after spending his whole 
life collecting memorabilia, glass and artefacts and 
anything else he thought would be of value and interest 
to local people in the future. 
    Jack was always to be seen cycling around the local 
streets looking for a story for the County Express. He 
started there in1933 and turned down the job of editor 
but became its chief reporter You would just have to see 
the bike and the beret and you knew who it was 
straight away. 
    

 He was a very retiring man and was 
brought up in the newspaper world 
when every one who attended a 
wedding or a funeral had to be 
named and heaven help you if the 
name was wrong and woe betide you 
if there was a spelling mistake. In 
Jack’s case of course there never 
was. 
    Jack attended many events 
throughout his career and  
 

everywhere he went he returned with 
something that he thought might be 
of interest in the future. We would 
probably have come home and 
thrown them away: a ticket to a play, 
an old programme, a poster 50 years 
old advertising some event in the 
town. Not him. Everything was 
hoarded and what was once just a 
piece of paper with a title and dates 
on became 60 years later a valuable 
document of past times. 

    Of course we could not possibly collect in the same way he did; our homes 
would not be big enough. Every room in his house was crammed from top to 
bottom with his treasures. 
    He was an acknowledged expert on the glass industry and helped establish the 
Stourbridge Glass Collection as well as the Stourbridge Historical and 
Archaeological Society after he was demobbed from the war where he served in 
The Royal Medical Corps 
    After his death it took about 18 months to clear everything out and list 
everything in his home. 
    At the auctions held recently Dudley Council were able to buy several lots that 
will be carefully stored. 



    These include details of poor relief given to the poor in1746, details of a “great 
house at Stourbridge” dating from the 18th century, a receipt for tithes for Corbyn 
Hall and a parish map and a reference listing the residents of Oldswinford in 
1820 
    He was a retiring man and the story goes that when at the newspaper office he 
went off one lunch time in the normal way and returned an hour later and carried 
on with his job. 
He neglected to tell anyone that he had been married in between. 
    A remarkable man. We will not see his like again. 
 
The next meetings. 
 
    Everyone is welcome to attend the meeting on May 13th and bring with them any memories they 
may have of Amblecote that are in their minds, in books, in pictures, in photographs. Hidden away 
in your homes there must be so much memorabilia that you have perhaps forgotten about. 
 
    Does anyone have any old cine film of Amblecote ? It’s amazing what one has but is perhaps lost 
in a drawer, box or cupboard. It would be wonderful to get anything like this put onto disc so that it 
could be seen and enjoyed by people in the years to come. Happy hunting!! 
 
    Don’t forget our trip to Blaenavon !  See our flier. 
 
    Can you bring a friend ?? 
 
     Why not buy an extra ticket and bring the wife as well as the girl friend ! 
 
Letters to the Editor. 
 

MEMORIES OF AMBLECOTE 
 
    A lovely letter was received in March from a Mrs M. Anne Truman who lives in 
Duffield Belper in Derbyshire. 
 
    Anne writes of her dad’s family who worked and lived all of their life in Amblecote, 
she says” I was born and lived for 14 years on Amblecote Road. My great 
grandfather, John Rollason, was a clay miner and a chartermaster in the late 1880’s. 
    On the 1851 census his father, Thomas Rollason, was shown as a farm labourer in 
the same area and John’s father-in-law was also shown as a farm worker. Both 
families lived in the Stamford Road Area, Astons Fold and Ravensitch, which must 
have been all farmland before clay mining took over for the brick industry. I do 
remember that Stamford Road was a pleasant rural lane that I walked as a child to 
visit aunts and uncles. I also walked with my dog most days after school, over the 
fields towards the E.J. and J Pearsons Brickworks, and I often came home with 
bunches of wild flowers (that would be frowned upon these days). 
    My grandfather, George Cooper, worked at the iron foundry in Amblecote and my 
grandmother, Mary Rollason, was shown on the 1881 census working as a washer at 
the glass works at Brettell Lane. 



    They married in 1906 and lived in Collis Street. I do remember being taken to the 
recreation ground there and also walking with my dad all the way from Amblecote 
Road across country and under the railway bridge to visit them. I am not sure if this 
was the famous “murder bridge” but I was not told much about this and only read 
about it in the AHS newsletter “a while ago”. 
 
    This is a fascinating piece of Amblecote history. Mrs Truman has just renewed her 
membership and we hope to see her at a meeting as soon as she is able to attend. 

------------------- 
 

 
 

The Dial Inn during the road works in March 1994. 
 
    Another letter received is from Sue Peniston, the landlady of the Dial Inn, which 
must be the northern-most pub in Amblecote – the boundary marker is on the wall 
outside the pub. Sue has recently found some old papers listing the landlords back to 
1830, and has asked our help in delving into the history of the Dial Inn. This is a nice 
opportunity for us to join Sue in some interesting research (the beer’s good), so, 
perhaps you could contact us and share any pictures or stories about the pub. If you 
prefer, you can contact Sue direct on 01384 390218. 
 
 
Membership report. 
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We have three new members to Welcome ! 
 

    Our Members Night in May attracted a number of visitors, and Miss Jenny 
Bufton of Amblecote, along with Angela and Michael Doherty of Stourton, 
enjoyed it so much they decided to join us. 
 

Our membership now stands at 75. 


