
Become a part of something Special:   

Individual Membership £17.50  

Couples - £20.00 

Non UK Residents - £30.00 

Schools, Colleges, Universities & other Organisations - £35.00 
 
Complete your details below to join The Black Country Society. 
 
Name .................................................................................................................................... 
 
Address ................................................................................................................................ 
 
Post code .........................     Tel: ....................................................................................... 
 
email: .................................................................................................................................... 
 
Please send the completed form with your cheque made payable to: 
‘The Black Country Society’  
BCS Membership Secretary, 7 Wilton Close, Sedgley, Dudley DY3 1HX 
 
MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS: 
Quarterly Colour Magazine 
Entertaining Monthly Talks 
Guided Summer Historic Walks 
Social Events for Members & Friends  
Special offers on BCS Books & Publications 

Coal, Iron, Steam, Transport, Canals, Metal Ware, Nails, Chain, Anchors, Locks, Clay, Salt, Poetry, Art and Land Speed Records,  ...
No other area of the UK has experiences like the 
Black Country and the Society has been pro-
moting interest in the Past, Present and Future 
of it for over fifty years.   
The ‘Black Country’ is where the great Industrial 
Revolution began and the importance of the 
area has in 2020, been identified by UNESCO.   
The history and character of the area is unique 
and has influenced many aspects of life around 
the World through unique inventions, great in-
dustrialists, a hard working population and the 
ability to change and adapt. 
You may be from the Black Country, have ties 
with it, enjoy history and want to know more 
about its extraordinary people and places.   
Join today and get ...   
MAGAZINE 
The society is promoted through its quarterly 
magazine called the  ‘Blackcountryman’.  
It contains features and articles about every-
thing Black Country including places, people, 
past events, and current creatives, alongside so-
ciety news and activities.   
TALKS 
Society members are provided with a ‘Black 
Country’ themed, monthly Talk, given by a pro-
fessional author or specialist in their BC related 
subject.   
WALKS & TALKS 
The Society plan an annual programme of 
guided Walks, to places of particular historical 
interest in the area during the Summer months.  
BOOKS 
The Black Country Society sponsors the publi-
cation of a number of books each year and 
members are invited to book previews, 
launches and provided with purchasing dis-
counts..

COAL - A 30ft coal seam ran through the Black 
Country from Hamstead to Bilston and beyond. 
Over 1,000 mines worked the seam, that fed 
the furnaces, that smelted the iron, that made 
the goods, that made the Black Country famous.  
 
IRON - The Dudley and Foley families owned 
land where furnaces were built and developed 
to smelt and produce in mass quantity the best 
quality iron in the World. 
 
STEAM - James Watt perfected the workings of 
the steam engine and turned it into a rotary en-
gine. He went into business with another Mid-
lands pioneer Mathew Boulton and powered 
the Industrial Revolution. 
 
LAND SPEED - The Tipton Thunderbolt held 
the World Land Speed Record three times in 
1937,1938 and 1939. Post War it was a massive 
achievement for the Bean Car Company who 
built it and George Eyston who helped design 
and drove/piloted it. 
 
CANALS - The West Midlands had more canals 
than Venice thanks to the genius of Brindley and 
Telford. 
 
SONG - Jack Judge, Irish born, lived in Oldbury, 
became a music hall performer and accepted 
bets to write hit songs overnight. He wrote ‘It’s a 
Long Way to Tipperary’ in one night on tour in 
Staylybridge, Cheshire. 
 
CLAY- The Black Country had an abundance of 
fireclay and  some mine owners switched to 
mining clay to profit from the demand for house 
building bricks.  The above ground workforce 
was mainly women in gangs of 3, making 3,000 
bricks a day. George ‘King’ Harrison was called 
King of Clay since his stock of clay was kept at 
50,000 tons. 

We’m bostin an Proud on it!
UNESCO World Heritage Site 2020

Your link with the Past, 
Present & Future of  
the Black Country


